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ABSTRACT

Sitinjak, Anitasari B. (2023). An Analysis of Grammatical Errors in ELESP
Students’ Instagram Captions. Yogyakarta: English Language Education Study
Program, Department of Language and Arts Education, Faculty of Teachers
Training and Education, Sanata Dharma University.

Instagram is one of the most popular social media used by students
nowadays. In Indonesia, Instagram has 89.15 million users. On Instagram, users
usually share personal information, such as uploading pictures or videos along with
captions. Captions turn into extensive things among many users, especially college
students. Students usually use English in the captions since English has been
considered as international language and it can boost one’s self-image. However,
in writing captions, many students do not pay attention to the use of grammar.
Therefore, this study is conducted to discover grammatical errors which occur in
Instagram captions.

Hence, there are two research questions formed in this study: (1) Which
types of grammatical errors are frequently found in ELESP students’ Instagram
captions? (2) What factors cause grammatical errors in ELESP students’ Instagram
captions?

Document analysis was applied to answer the research questions. The data
were obtained from 27 posts along with captions that were taken from eight-
semester students’ Instagram accounts. The data were analyzed based on surface
strategy taxonomy by Dulay, et al. (1982).

The findings of the study showed that all types of grammatical errors
proposed by Dulay, et al. (1982) occurred in the eight-semester students’ Instagram
captions. Those are omission, addition, misformation, and misordering. Omission
errors occupied the highest percentage of all types of grammatical errors which
contained 62 errors or 42.76% from the total errors. Meanwhile, first language
interference and overgeneralization became the dominant factors that caused
grammatical errors.
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Instagram merupakan salah satu media sosial yang paling banyak
digunakan oleh kalangan pelajar saat ini. Di Indonesia, Instagram memiliki 89,15
juta pengguna. Di Instagram, pengguna biasanya membagikan informasi pribadi,
seperti mengunggah gambar atau video beserta captions. Captions menjadi hal yang
luas di kalangan banyak pengguna, terutama mahasiswa. Siswa biasanya
menggunakan Bahasa Inggris dalam menulis captions karena Bahasa Inggris
menjadi bahasa internasional dan dapat meningkatkan citra diri seseorang. Namun,
dalam menulis captions, banyak siswa yang tidak memperhatikan penggunaan
grammar. Oleh karena itu, penelitian ini dilakukan untuk mengetahui grammatical
errors yang terjadi pada captions Instagram.

Oleh karena itu, ada dua rumusan masalah yang diformulasikan dalam
penelitian ini: (1) Jenis grammatical errors apa yang sering ditemukan dalam
captions Instagram mahasiswa Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris? (2) Faktor-faktor apa
saja yang menyebabkan kesalahan grammatical errors dalam captions Instagram
mahasiswa Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris?

Analisis dokumen digunakan untuk menjawab rumusan masalah. Data
diperoleh dari 27 postingan beserta captions yang diambil dari akun Instagram
mahasiswa semester delapan. Kemudian, data dianalisa menggunakan teori
grammatical errors dari Dulay, et al. (1982).

Analisa data menunjukkan bahwa semua jenis grammatical errors yang
dikemukakan oleh Dulay, et al. (1982) ditemukan pada captions Instagram
mahasiswa semester delapan. Grammatical errors tersebut adalah omission,
addition, misformation, and misordering. Omission errors menduduki persentase
tertinggi dari semua jenis grammatical errors yang terdiri dari 62 error atau 42,76%
dari total errors. First language interference and overgeneralization menjadi faktor
dominan penyebab grammatical errors.
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